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CHURCH AT HOME

Announcements:
Welcome to Trinity’s worship resource for May 01, 2022, celebrating the Third Sunday of
Easter.

Pastor Jack Dressler (519-250-7210) is our interim Pastor. Please contact him for any
pastoral needs.

Pastor Jack will be leading the following services:
May 22, June 12, July 24, August 21, September 25, October 23, November 13,
December 11 and potentially December 24

** Please Contact Dena Peifer if you wish to be a reader or lead a Sunday service **

Thank you again for your support for Trinity. Please continue to mail in cheques, or drop
them off in the church's mailbox or make your donation either through PAR or through
the Donate button on the church's website, at “www.trinitylutheran.ca”.

Introduction

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the wa-
ter (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our
weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me?
And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and
we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who
was, who is, and who is to come.

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the
earth, through the city, through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israel-
ites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever.

You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm
and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and
send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as
your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every
tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory,
praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

Worship
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you all! And also with you!

Prayer of the Day

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty
and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia.

First Reading: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ.
This reading recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with
Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.

'Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusa-
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lem. *Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. *He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” *He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply
came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. °But get up and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do.” ["The men who were traveling with him stood speech-
less because they heard the voice but saw no one. ®Saul got up from the ground, and
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. °For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor
drank.

®Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vi-
sion, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” "' The Lord said to him, “Get up and go
to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named
Saul. At this moment he is praying, *and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” “*But Ananias an-
swered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to
your saints in Jerusalem; **and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all
who invoke your name.” >But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom |
have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Isra-
el; *I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” *’So An-
anias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” **And immediately something like scales
fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, ’and
after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, *°and immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]

Psalm: Psalm 30
You have turned my wailing into dancing.
"I will exalt you, O Lorp, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
’0 LorD my God, | cried out to you, and you restored me to health.
*You brought me up, O LorD, from the dead;
you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.
“Sing praise to the Lorb, all you faithful; give thanks in holy remembrance.
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°God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
*While I felt secure, | said, “I shall never be disturbed.
"You, LoRD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and | was filled with fear.
°| cried to you, O Lorp; | pleaded with my Lord, saying,
““What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
'°Hear, O Lorp, and have mercy upon me; O Lorp, be my helper.”
"'You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
"“Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O Lorp my God, I will give you thanks forever.

Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the
throne. At its center is “the Lamb who was slain.”
"Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, '’singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”
“Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might

forever and ever!”
“And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

Gospel Reading: John 21:1-19

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. Af-
ter echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a
disciple’s love and obedience.

"After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. “Gathered there to-
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gether were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. *Simon Peter said to them, “I am going
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat,
but that night they caught nothing.

“Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. “Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered
him, “No.” °He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. "That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped
into the sea. “But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for
they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

"When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and
bread. “Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” "'So Si-
mon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. “Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who
are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. *Jesus came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and did the same with the fish. “This was now the third time that Jesus ap-
peared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

"“When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” '°A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John,
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Tend my sheep.” "He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Feed my sheep. ““Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten
your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you
do not wish to go.” "’(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify
God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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The Sermon: (provided by Matthew Gabrielle)

John’s Gospel ends with four appearances that the resurrected Jesus makes to different
groups of disciples: four scenes of Christ revealed alive, four assurances that death could
never contain the life that Jesus lived and lives. First, on Easter Day, we heard how Mary
encountered Jesus in the garden outside the tomb, and mistook him for the gardener,
before God’s light flooded in and she saw him revealed as her teacher. Last Sunday, we
heard of two encounters with Jesus: late on Easter Day, Jesus appears to the disciples in
the house where they had been staying — only Thomas is missing and does not believe.
So Jesus returns again the following week, and this time Thomas is there, and sees with
his own eyes, and confesses his belief. And Jesus says to Thomas, “Have you believed
me because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”

These appearances take place in Jerusalem, in the days just after Jesus’ execution. The
terror of the preceding week has dissipated, but Jesus’ disciples are still filled with fear,
not quite sure how to go on. They don’t know what’s coming next. John does a master-
ful job showing that fear transforms into joy. First Mary stands outside the tomb, weep-
ing because Jesus is dead. And in the next moment she stands there weeping because
he is alive. This whole section, John chapter 20, is imbued with a heavenly light. Think
about how your memories of deep despair and deep joy seem more intense: your wed-
ding day, or the funeral of a loved one. The picture you keep in your mind is brighter,
more colorful, more deeply ingrained.

But then life goes on, and many ordinary days follow. So it is with the fourth and final
appearance that John records, in chapter 21. Some time has passed — John doesn’t say
how much. But the disciples have left Jerusalem and returned to their home in Galilee,
back to the safety of the countryside and away from those terrible forces that Jesus con-
fronted in the city: the chief priests and Pharisees in the temple, and of course the Ro-
man governor and his soldiers. Jesus’ loyal followers are home, but you get the sense
that they don’t quite know what to do with themselves or what to make of those
strange appearances that happened just after Jesus’ death.

Peter decides to go fishing, and several of the others decide to go out on the boat with
him. They don’t have any luck, but the next morning, as they are coming back to shore,
they find a man standing there who tells them to cast the net again, to the right side of
the boat this time — and of course, the man is Jesus, and of course, they haul in so
many fish that the net is nearly torn. And Jesus invites them to sit down on the beach,
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around the fire he has made, to break bread with him once more: from the last supper
to the first breakfast, if you will.

This is the last appearance of the risen Jesus that John records. But this is not Jesus’ last
appearance. Look with the eyes of faith, and we begin to see Jesus in the oddest places:
on the seashore, in the garden, on the street corner. Sometimes Jesus is hungry and
cold and asking us for money. And other times he is inviting us to sit down for an unex-
pected meal. But always, always, Jesus is challenging us to live lives of kindness and
compassion, of sharing and generosity, of justice-making and peace. In a word, the
abundant life that Jesus has brought us is a life of love: it comes from love and is intend-
ed to bring more love into the world.

The English language has a poverty of words for love. We have to modify love with other
words if we want to try and be precise about what we’re talking about: we talk about
“romantic” love, “familial” love, “brotherly” love, and so on. Greek does a better job of
this, as we can see in the conversation that Jesus has with Peter after they finish break-
fast. Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” And Peter answers him, “Well Lord, of course,
you know | love you.” But Jesus doesn’t seem satisfied with this answer, so he asks Peter
again, and Peter again gives the same answer. In fact, this exchange happens three
times.

Now why would Jesus ask Peter this question three times? It turns out, in the original
Greek, Jesus and Peter are using completely different words for love. What Jesus actual-
ly asks Peter is: do you agape me? And Peter answers: yes Lord, you know that
| philia you.

Agape and philia. Jesus wants agape: the kind of love that is life-transforming, wholly
consuming, that means commitment beyond feelings. Agape is the self-giving love that
sacrifices its own needs for the good of others. The kind of love that God has for us, in
other words. This is the love Jesus showed us on the cross, and Jesus is asking for this
kind of love in return.

But all Peter can offer is philia: | have affection for you, Lord. | like you, well enough.
That’s what philia is — more like, than love.

We shouldn’t be too hard on Peter though. Perhaps he was just trying to be honest
about the kind of love he was capable of giving Jesus in return. Peter saw Jesus’ brutal
execution with his own eyes, so he is well aware of what can result from too
much agapelove. Letting go of yourself for the good of the other is not an easy calling.

A remarkable and beautiful thing happens at the end of this exchange though: the first
two times Jesus asks the question, he says, “Do you agape me?” And Peter answers,
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“Lord, | philia you.” But the third time Jesus asks, he changes the question and us-
es philia instead of agape, the same word for love that Peter had been using all along.
Peter is hurt, perhaps because he feels embarrassed by Jesus’ lowered expectations. But
in reality, he has no need for embarrassment: the point is that Jesus loves us enough to
meet us where we are. If all we can offer is philia, then Jesus will meet us there, and
keep walking with us. Jesus knows that the agape love with which God holds together
the universe is more than enough to go around: it can make up for our deficiencies in
love. And as we walk with Jesus and our hearts grow more open, God’s agape love will
come pouring in, until we are so full that it begins to flow through us and out into the
world. This is the abundant life that Jesus wants for us: will we follow him into it?
Amen.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

The Prayers of Intercession

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.

Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world as you sent your
apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your wondrous acts in
Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural forces and
human negligence. Re-establish plant and animal life that purifies air and water and that
feeds humans and other living creatures. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when they
struggle to produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and just wages.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Restore all people who cry to you for help. Turn their mourning into dancing, clothe
them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their lips. God, in your mer-
cy, hear our prayer.

Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you. Sustain them by your
faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of Jesus. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
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God of presence, bless those of this community who cannot be with us this morning,
and those who walk with them, especially:

In Residence: Margaret; Maria; Stan; Katie; Katherine; Cordelle; Dorothy
Needing our prayers: Ed; Pastor Mike & Patti, Donna; Sharon B
Friends of our Members Needing our prayers: Audrey; Greg; Paul; Hilda; Mary

...and all members who may have needs unknown to us

And all those we name in our hearts...
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and bestowing
upon him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ’s glory to us and through us in
our worship. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adop-
tion, = bless you now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God.
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