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CHURCH AT HOME

Announcements:
Welcome to Trinity’s worship resource for May 29, 2022, celebrating the Seventh Sunday
of Easter.

Pastor Jack Dressler (519-250-7210) is our interim Pastor. Please contact him for any
pastoral needs.

Pastor Jack will be leading the following services:
June 12, July 24, August 21, September 25, October 23, November 13, December 11 and
potentially December 24

Father Brian Wearne will be leading the following services:
June 26 (communion), July 10 (communion) and July 31

** Please Contact Dena Peifer if you wish to be a reader or lead a Sunday service **

Thank you again for your support for Trinity. Please continue to mail in cheques, or drop
them off in the church's mailbox or make your donation either through PAR or through
the Donate button on the church's website, at “www.trinitylutheran.ca”.

Introduction

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his
death, the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our
day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become believers in God, have
our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever
with all the saints.
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Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and
we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who
was, who is, and who is to come.

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the
earth, through the city, through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israel-
ites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever.

You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm
and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and
send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as
your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every
tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory,
praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

Worship
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you all! And also with you!

Prayer of the Day

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our
hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. | will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord. | am coming to you. Alleluia.

First Reading: Acts 16:16-34
Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas
into jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their busi-
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ness. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his fam-
ily.

®0One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit
of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. *’While
she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High
God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” *She kept doing this for many days. But
Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “l order you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. **When
they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our
city; they are Jews “'and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to
adopt or observe.” **The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them
stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. ZAfter they had
given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep
them securely. **Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fas-
tened their feet in the stocks.

>>About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the pris-
oners were listening to them. *°Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were unfastened. 2’When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. *®But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we
are all here.” *The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before
Paul and Silas. **Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must | do to be
saved?” *'They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and
your household.” **They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house. **>At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he
and his entire family were baptized without delay. **He brought them up into the house
and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become
a believer in God.

Psalm: Psalm 97
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous.
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"The LoRoD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad.
’Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.
“Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side.
“Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.
°The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth.
°The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,
and all the peoples see your glory.
’Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the Lorb, all you gods.
“Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LoRrD.
“For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.
'°You who love the Lorp, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
"'Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.
'’Rejoice in the LoRD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.

Second Reading: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray,
“Come, Lord Jesus,” with all who respond to this invitation.

'?“See, | am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work.
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

"Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree
of life and may enter the city by the gates.

'®“It is 1, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. | am
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

"The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”

And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”

And let everyone who is thirsty come.

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.

““The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely | am coming soon.”

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

“'The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
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Gospel Reading: John 17:20-26
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of
identity with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: to
proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity.
[Jesus prayed:] °““I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, *'that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me
and | am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. “’The glory that you have given me | have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, “’l in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me. ““Father, | desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me
where | am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.

25”Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but | know you; and these know
that you have sent me. “°l made your name known to them, and | will make it known, so
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and | in them.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon: (by Dena Peifer — Today’s sermon is based on a sermon by Lucy Lind
Hogan, Professor of Preaching and Worship at the Wesley Theology Seminar in
Washington DC, USA)

This seventh Sunday of Easter, is the in-between time, between the Ascension of the
Lord and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost.

The gospel reading appointed for the “in-between” time, the seventh Sunday of East-
er, turns to the Gospel of John. This passage is the conclusion of Jesus’ final prayer be-
fore departing for the Garden of Gethsemane and the events of the Passion. One way,
therefore, is to read this as a part of Holy Week during the retelling of the final supper
that Jesus celebrated with his friends and followers.

But as we read this passage today those events are in the past; several weeks in fact.
And since that meal they/we have walked the path to the cross; prayed as Jesus gave his
life for us and stood with Mary outside of the empty tomb. We have celebrated the res-
urrection and now the Ascension. Jesus was victorious over the grave and now has been
raised to sit at the right hand of God. But the disciples, and we, are trying to make sense
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of all of this. So in this new time, this in-between time as we await Pentecost, we return
to Jesus’ prayer.

It is a prayer that looks to the future. Jesus was praying not only for the people seat-
ed around him at table that evening but also for his future followers, which thanks be to
God, includes us. And it is a prayer that focuses on unity, on all being one.

| suspect that as the disciples gathered for what would be their final meal with Jesus
(although they did not know it at the time) they did not feel like one. They were no
doubt frightened, uncertain, insecure, scrappy, and squabbling. Peter was petulant, Ju-
das plotting, and James and John were probably still jockeying for promotions. Did it
change after the Ascension? Probably not. Having been a part of the church for many
years | would add that this describes many the churches | have been a part of — far
from being described as one.

Look at today’s political arena; laden with disunity, discord, and dissension. Conserva-
tives do not agree with the Prime Minister, or with Liberals. NDP do not agree Liberals,
Conservatives. Many new parties have come to be, out of this discord. They are far from
being one.

The current pandemic has also created separation and division. Within families,
workplaces, social gatherings. We are far from being one.

Here at Trinity, we have our own history of discord. We too, are far from being one.

As it was for the disciples then, so too is it crucial for us today to return to Jesus’
prayer, for it describes his hope, his vision, and his picture of what we, his followers, are
to look like and how we are to live our lives together. It is very clear that his words are
meant for everyone — then and now — as he prays for “those who will believe in me”
(17:20) through the words of the disciples.

It is a prayer for community. Jesus prays that, “all may be one.” To be a follower of
Jesus is to be a part of a greater whole. According to Jesus there are to be no solitary
Christians or spiritual “Lone Rangers.”

Within that community the prayer is for unity: “that all may be one.” Does that mean
we all have to get along all the time? Does that mean we all have to agree all the time?
If one thinks of this as a functional/political statement, it would seem to call for constant
agreement and accord. But if one thinks more in ontological terms then it becomes who
we are. We are one in Christ whether we agree with each other or not. We are one in
Christ whether we like one another or not. To become a part of Christ is to become a
part of the community; a part of the one.
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Jesus’ prayer reminds us that our unity, our “oneness” is to be a sign to the world of
God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. Oneness and unity is about love. And if you have been a
part of a family, a member of a church, or a community, you know that within that love
there can be disagreements and squabbling. We are human. But the mystery of the in-
carnation is that God desired unity with us so much God became one of us. And in that
moment we were drawn into the oneness of God, the Creator/Father/Mother, the Son,
and the Spirit. It is with God’s help that we can live into that oneness.

The disciples were in the time between the Ascension and the gift of the Spirit at
Pentecost. We are in the time between the first and second coming of Jesus Christ. May
we rejoice in the assurance that Christ is with us, continuing to pray for our oneness, our
unity. AMEN.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

The Prayers of Intercession

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.

Holy God, make your people one as you and your Son are one. Extend the gifts we have
been given by your Spirit to all people, especially those experiencing division or ques-
tioning your love. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Make worthy the work of scientists who look to the stars and planets, as well as scien-
tists who look to atoms and molecules. Bring innovation and well-being to humanity
through their discoveries. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Keep in our minds those who have died in war, both military and civilians. May we hon-
or them by seeking peaceful solutions to the conflicts that arise among nations and
peoples. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by chronic illness, depression, or constant
worry. Open them to receive health and salvation in Christ Jesus through the Spirit’s gift
of faith. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Stir imagination and understanding throughout the church in the work of poets, theolo-
gians, and hymn-writers . Lead us into new visions and fresh expressions of your pres-
ence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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God of presence, bless those of this community who cannot be with us this morning,
and those who walk with them, especially:

In Residence: Margaret; Maria; Stan; Katie; Katherine; Cordelle; Dorothy
Needing our prayers: Ed; Pastor Mike & Patti, Donna; Sharon B
Friends of our Members Needing our prayers: Audrey; Greg; Paul; Hilda; Mary

...and all members who may have needs unknown to us

And all those we name in our hearts...
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Unite us with the saints who have died and been raised in Jesus. Train us to wait with
eager longing for Christ to come again, even as we sense his presence with us now. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adop-
tion, = bless you now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God.
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