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CHURCH AT HOME 
 

Announcements:    

Welcome to Trinity’s worship resource for November 6, 2022, celebrating All Saints 

Sunday (the Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost). 

Pastor Jack Dressler (519-250-7210) is our interim Pastor.  Please contact him for any 

pastoral needs. 

 

Upcoming Services: 
Date Comment Pastor / Lay Leader Reader 

November 13 Baptism - Communion Pastor Jack Matthew 

November 20   Greg Peifer Dagmar 

November 27 First Day of Advent - Communion Father Brian Brenda 

December 4   Greg Peifer Matthew 

December 11 Communion Pastor Jack Dagmar 

December 18   Father Brian   

December 24 Christmas Eve - Communion Pastor Jack Kathy 

December 25 NO SERVICE NO SERVICE NO SERVICE 

January 1, 2023 NO SERVICE NO SERVICE NO SERVICE 

 

We have started coffee hour after church.  There is a sign-up sheet near the office if 

you would like to bring in a treat!! 

 

Today is All Saints Sunday – we remember the following and their families: 

 

Lloyd Burridge Kati Dienesch Edward Gajdos 

Joseph Geml Walter Graf Wolfgang Grohs 

Steve Lutsch Steve Nolan Michael Pisciotto 

Ida Rappe Pastor J von Schmeling  
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Introduction 

In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the 

sins of all the saints. In worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who from their 

labors rest.” In the same breath we petition our God for the strength to hear and to 

heed the admonitions of Jesus in today’s gospel. Sealed by the Spirit and sustained by 

the Savior’s body and blood, we live with joy as God gives us breath, to the praise of 

God’s glory. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose stead-

fast love endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have ignored voic-

es that call for your justice. We have neglected actions that witness to your righteous-

ness. We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community. We 

truly repent of things we have done and left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, follow the 

way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. Amen. 

Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and restores us to life 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I declare to you the for-

giveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

Worship 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all!  And also with you! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical 

body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in 

lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared 

for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. They are before the throne of God, and the one who is seated on the throne 

will shelter them. Alleluia. 

First Reading:  Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE, when the Syrian king Antio-

chus Epiphanes was severely persecuting the Jews. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts pro-

claims that human kings will come and go, but the kingdom will ultimately belong to 

God and to God’s people. 
1
In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his 

head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 
2
I, Daniel, saw in my vision by 

night the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, 
3
and four great beasts came up 

out of the sea, different from one another. 

 
15

As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head ter-

rified me. 
16

I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. 

So he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 
17

“As for these 

four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. 
18

But the holy ones of the Most 

High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.” 

Psalm: Psalm 149 

Sing the LORD’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

 
1
Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD

 
a new song, God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

 
2
Let Israel rejoice in their maker; let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler. 

 
3
Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing; 

  let them sing praise with tambourine and harp. 

 
4
For the LORD takes pleasure in the people and adorns the poor with victory. 

 
5
Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; let them sing for joy on their beds. 

 
6
Let the praises of God be in their throat and a two-edged sword in their hand, 

 
7
to wreak vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, 

 
8
to bind their kings in chains and their nobles with links of iron, 

 
9
to inflict on them the judgment decreed; 

  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. Hallelujah! 
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Second Reading: Ephesians 1:11-23 

After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, the writer of this letter prays that they 

might understand the wisdom, hope, and power of God that is embodied in Jesus Christ. 
11

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 

purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 
12

so that 

we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 
13

In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 

and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 
14

this is 

the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of 

his glory. 

 
15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 

for this reason 
16

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 
17

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 
18

so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19

and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21

far above all rule and authority and power 

and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

age to come. 
22

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over 

all things for the church, 
23

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 6:20-31 

In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising things 

about who enjoys blessing and who endures woe. He invites his disciples to shower radi-

cal love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. 
20

Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said:  

 “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

 
21

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 

 “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

 
22

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 

defame you on account of the Son of Man. 
23

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for 

surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the proph-

ets. 



                                                               Page 5555 of 9999 

 

 
24

“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 

 
25

“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 

 “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 

 
26

“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets. 

 
27

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
29

If anyone strikes you on 

the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not 

withhold even your shirt. 
30

Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 

away your goods, do not ask for them again. 
31

Do to others as you would have them do 

to you.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon: All The Faithful Gathered (preached by Pastor Jack Dressler at Trinity on 

November 6, 2022) 

     We have two ways of thinking about the saints, and it turns out that neither one of 

them is very helpful.  We think of “Saints” with a capital “S”: St. Peter, St. Teresa of Avi-

la, St. Augustine, St. Paul, the named heroes of the faith who made their mark in the 

world and left a legacy of holiness that outlasted their lifetimes.  And then we think of 

“saints” with a small “s”, and here we usually mean someone of heroically long-suffering 

patience or rigidly upright moral conduct.  Either concept is intimidatingly inaccessible 

to us regular folks who routinely lock our keys in our cars and have been known to shout 

at the television during a particularly key 4
th

 down of a football game. 

     We don’t feel like we can live like the people who bravely faced the lions in the Ro-

man coliseum and went down to glorious martyrdom, or even our “saintly” neighbour 

down the block who never misses Sunday worship or an opportunity to remind us that 

she never misses Sunday worship.  We don’t feel like we can live like these people, and 

if we are honest, we don’t really want to live like these people.  Dying violently or living 

joylessly seem to be the two dominant models for sainthood in our society, and neither 

fulfills Jesus’ hope for us that we might have life and have it abundantly. 

     The other reason we place the concept of sainthood on an elevated moral pedestal is 

because that otherness absolves us of responsibility.  Saints are so out of touch with 

what our real lives are like.  I mean what does Saint Anselm know about paying the 

mortgage on time?  What does St. John of the Cross’s lofty poetry do for us when we get 
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a flat tire or go through a divorce or are diagnosed with cancer?  The saints don’t know 

what real life is like.  And so we don’t have to listen to the prophetic messages that their 

lives speak, we think. 

     This is what we tell ourselves to keep us safely distant from sainthood.  But the origi-

nal use of the term saints, particularly by St. Paul, was meant to indicate all the faithful 

gathered to worship God.  Today is not just about the heroes of the faith, and it’s not 

even just about our own beloved departed in this last year or in years past, who have 

gone before us.  Today is not called “Some Saints Day,” but it’s called “All Saints Day.”  

Our job today is to take away some of the haloed awe we place around saints and ask 

ourselves: “If we are all saints, what does that mean?  If it doesn’t mean heroic glory or 

unhappy perfection, then what should we do?  How should we live? 

     The great saints of the church, the heroes of the faith who gave their lives for the 

gospel, were in fact folk just like us.  So, we start there.  And if we think about it, we re-

ally already know that.  Poor St. Peter, God bless him, certainly put his foot in his mouth 

more than once, up to the point of denying and abandoning Jesus.  We can easily pic-

ture a 21
st

 century St. Peter losing his temper and making rude gestures in traffic.  If St. 

Teresa of Avila lived today, she might use the last scoop of coffee grounds in the kitchen 

and not replace the canister.  If St. Francis lived today, he might have embarrassing pic-

tures on Facebook of his younger and wilder days. 

     We know that the saints were everyday human beings just like us, and we can be 

sure they made the same mistakes and had the same frailties.  And yet something with-

in them led them to do great things for the gospel, to live and sometimes die with in-

credible courage and boldness.  How did they do that?  If we are all saints, then we are 

all called to live as though our lives and our memories will still be important a thousand 

years from now.  How can we live so that our legacy strengthens generations of the 

faithful to come after us? 

     What the saints had was an unshakeable commitment to follow Jesus, no matter 

where that took them.  And we have an incredibly vivid portrait of where following Je-

sus takes us in our gospel lesson from Luke today.  Consider the very first sentence we 

read: “Jesus looked up at his disciples.”  What does that imply?  In order for Jesus to 

look up at his disciples, he had to be at a level below them.  So take your mental picture 

from old Sunday school illustrations of Jesus standing up on a rock above a crowd of 

people to preach to them, and stand it on its head.  Jesus was down on the ground as he 

taught this most central of his messages.  He was crouching or kneeling in the dirt as he 

healed someone prostrate with pain and illness. 
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     Picture being a disciple standing around in a circle as Jesus gently and carefully lays 

hands on a pain wracked man or woman, the entire laser focus of his love trained on 

this beloved child of God, ready to pour out his healing grace.  And hands on the dirty, 

bad-smelling, sore-laden body of some hopeful soul, he looks up at his disciples and 

says, “Blessed are you who are poor.  Blessed are you who are hungry, who weep, who 

are excluded and reviled and persecuted.  You are blessed, and you are beloved, and 

you are mine.” 

     Jesus speaks to us from the heart of frail, suffering, flawed humanity, because that is 

where he lives.  He chooses to be with and in the pain of the world, and he calls us to 

follow him there.  That was the special charism of the great saints.  They weren’t spir-

itual athletes, accruing an ever-escalating number of holiness points.  They knew that 

their own weaknesses combined with the desperate need of the world created the very 

conditions for God to work miracles, and gave themselves to that process wholeheart-

edly. 

     Now that may sound backwards, doesn’t it, because it seems like the saints would 

bring all their strengths and intelligence to bear on the levers of power and wealth.  But 

instead they entrusted their weak and wounded selves to the Jesus they found at the 

bottom of the world, at the bottom of the chasm within themselves, looking up at them 

and telling them they were blessed.  And they heard him there.  They followed him 

there.  And through them, he changed the world. 

     Many of us hearing this gospel today are not literally poor and hungry.  But those of 

us blessed with economic riches and societal privileges are often desperately poverty-

stricken in other ways.  We are starving for meaning in our lives.  We weep silent inward 

tears of loneliness and depression.  We hunger for community without realizing it.  We 

thirst for our own lost integrity and hope in a world driven mad by greed and cynicism. 

     But we fear not looking down into the depths of suffering, both inward and outward.  

Whether the abyss we run from is the hungry and oppressed around the world and in 

our neighbourhoods, or the undiscovered darkness within our own hearts, when we 

look down into those places, we find Jesus looking up at us. 

     And where he is, we need never fear to go.  That is what the great saints, the heroes 

of the faith, our heroes of the faith, knew.  They saw Jesus look up at them and call 

them blessed, and so they followed him down into the depths.  And there, they found 

healing, and joy, and communion with God and with one another. 

     An individual who follows Jesus down to join with him in lifting the whole world up.  

That’s all a saint is.  No glory, no perfection, not even any particular holiness.  Just mus-
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tering the courage to say yes to his love, his love that reaches out to touch us in our 

poorest and most wounded places.  Want to know if you’re a saint?  See Jesus look up at 

you and say, “You are blessed.”  Take that truth into your heart and know that today, All 

Saints Day, is not only for our loved ones, but it is also for you and me.  AMEN. 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

The Prayers of Intercession 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

Holy One, your church rests on the faithful who came before us. Give bishops, pastors, 

deacons, and lay leaders the will to carry the church forward and discern your will for 

the future. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for places ravaged by nat-

ural disasters. Quell raging fires and halt destruction caused by flooding. Lord, in your 

mercy, receive our prayer. 

Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in them a passion to care for 

others, a desire to seek the common good, and the courage to love their enemies. Lord, 

in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide food, housing, and 

security to all who are vulnerable or in crisis. May those who have more than enough 

give generously. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of abundant hospital-

ity and intentional inclusion among us, welcoming the gifts of adults and children. In-

spire creative visions for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

 

God of presence, bless those of this community who cannot be with us this morning, 

and those who walk with them, especially:  

  

In Residence: Margaret; Maria; Stan; Katie; Katherine; Cordelle; Dorothy 

Needing our prayers:  Ed; Pastor Mike & Patti, Donna; Sharon B; Jeffrey; Art; Joan 

Friends of our Members Needing our prayers: Audrey; Greg; Paul; Hilda; Mary; Anna 

 

…and all members who may have needs unknown to us 



                                                               Page 9999 of 9999 

 

 

And all those we name in our hearts... 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have died. Today we remember:  

Lloyd Burridge, Kati Dienesch, Edward Gajdos, Joseph Geml, Walter Graf, Wolfgang 

Grohs, Steve Lutsch, Steve Nolan, Michael Pisciotto, Ida Rappe, and Pastor J von Schmel-

ing. Wipe away our tears and comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you. 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in Je-

sus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. Thanks be to God. 

 


